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The Project

“Onderzoekssteunpunt en Databank 
Intermediaire Structuren in Vlaanderen, 
19e-20e eeuw” (ODIS)
“Research Unit and Database Intermediary 
Structures in Flanders, 19th and 20th 
Century”
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The Project (continued)

Funded by the Flemish Foundation for 
Scientific Research
2000-2003, but will be continued
Flemish host institutions:

ADVN: Archives and Documentation Centre of Flemish Nationalism
Amsab – Institute of Social History
KADOC: Catholic Documentation and Research Centre
Liberaal Archief: The Liberal Archives
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Research Unit

International, interdisciplinary contact 
platform:

Research exchange and discussion: cross-
fertilization
Yearly workshops:

2000 The Problem of Definitions
2001 Election Results and Databases
2002 New Social Movements

First International Colloquium (2003)
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Research Unit (continued)

Intermediary Structures (S. Rokkan):
Organisations and institutions of civil law
Intention of active ‘mediating’ role between 
the citizen and the public authorities, or 
related to such organization or institution
Structured towards continuity ; no 
temporary movements
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Research unit (continued)

Revising research perspectives:
Evolving functions and roles of the civil society
Networking and interaction with and beyond 
traditional boundaries
Recruitment of new members ; participation ; 
leader profiles
Resource mobilization
Views on society building
…



odis - database of intermediary 
structures

Database

Providing unique and direct access to 
hitherto shattered pieces of knowledge
Free webdatabase

Aimed at scholarly public, yet open for 
everyone

Open partnership
Compliant with Belgian privacy laws
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Database (continued)

Five data collections:
Organizations, institutions (Intermediary 
Structures)
Persons actively engaged in IS
Publications of and concerning IS
Archives of and concerning IS
Election results
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Database (continued)

Twofold functionality:
Encyclopedic source of information
Tool for analytic research

Relational database
Repeatable field groups
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Database (continued)

Authority lists
Administration of data input
Combination with free text fields

Keywords
Post-coordinated and levelled
Content-related and geographical 
keywords
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Database (continued)

International standards
ISAAR(CPF): archival authority files
ISAD(G): archival descriptions
ISBD: descriptions of publications
ISCED: education levels
HISCO: historical occupations
ISO 6392: languages
ISO 3166: countries
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