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0. Summary 
 
ODIS is a research-driven and -oriented relational and contextual web database 
containing historical data series on the development of 19th- and 20th-century civil 
society. It was created in the framework of the FWO Max Wildiers Fund (2000-2003). 
ODIS provides an instrument for the centralisation, analysis and representation of data 
series. Thanks to the Flemish Hercules Foundation, in 2009-2015 the ODIS database 
was thoroughly renewed and modernised.  
 
This investment in medium-sized research infrastructure was an intra-association 
initiative of the KU Leuven and the University of Antwerp. Its aim was to strengthen the 
existing ODIS database (FWO Max Wildiers Fund) as an information node in a network 
of online data collections, with more differentiated research-supportive functions in an 
international, multilingual and multicontextual perspective, thus meeting the functional 
needs of the many interested research units and individual researchers. During the 
project the existing ODIS database remained fully operational. Meanwhile a new 
instrument was built, commonly referred to as the ODIS-2 or ODIS Hercules database. 
This new infrastructure is of course based on the expertise and experience of the 
consortium with the existing database. But it also contains many different innovative 
features and supplementary functionalities, thus enhancing the research-supportive 
capacity of the system. Flexibility and user-friendliness are main features of ODIS-2.  
 
The project agreement was signed on 18 December 2008. In October 2009, after an 
intense preparatory phase, two project staff members joined the project, a scientific 
collaborator/analyst and a system engineer. The new database was launched on 29 
November 2013 during a ‘launch event’ in the Flemish Parliament in Brussels. In parallel 
with the ODIS-2 OPAC, the ODIS-1 public catalogue remained available until the 
beginning of 2015. On 5 February 2015, all persistent URLs were moved to ODIS-2. 
This marked the end of the transition period from ODIS-1 to ODIS-2. 
 
During the project six main work packages were delivered. The development of ODIS-2 
finally implied the creation of a new hard- and software environment. A new and 
completely bilingual (English and Dutch) input environment was created. The 
geographical scope of the system was broadened by implementing contextual 
vocabularies for many different European counties and an enlarged geographical 
thesaurus with GIS-functionalities. Next to modules for the historical description of 
persons, organisations, publications and archives, ODIS-2 offers innovative modules for 
data input on families, buildings and events. The database is linked to several other 
instruments. To ensure interoperability, it was conformed to the OAI protocol.  
 
The membership of the ODIS User Group has grown remarkably in 2009-2015. No less 
than 10 institutional partners and more than 20 research projects/groups have been 
using ODIS on a regular basis. Some of those projects have an explicit international 
orientation. They all use the instrument for data entry, analysis and representation, but 
this for many different research goals (see 2.3.). 43% of the ODIS records are available 
in the OPAC. In 2014 this catalogue was consulted 190.000 times by 145.000 unique 
visitors, resulting in 632.000 page views. 
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1. Background and execution of the investment plan 
 
1.1. ODIS: Research Interface Centre and Database for the Study of 19th- and 20th- 
Century Intermediary Structures in Flanders 
 
ODIS originated as a research-driven and -oriented relational and contextual web 
database containing historical data series on the development of 19th- and 20th- century 
Flemish/Belgian civil society. The instrument was created in 2000-2003 in the framework 
of an interuniversity project financed by the Flemish Fund for Scientific Research (FWO 
Max Wildiers Fund). When the initial project ended, the activities of the consortium and 
the database were continued by the main host institutions, namely (1) ADVN Archives 
and Documentation Centre for Flemish Nationalism (Antwerp), (2) Amsab-Institute of 
Social History (Ghent), (3) the Liberal Archives (Ghent) and (4) KADOC-KU Leuven 
Documentation and Research Centre on Religion, Culture and Society. Since 2004, 
several other institutions joined the partnership: the Centre for Flemish Architectural 
Archives (CVAa), the Centre for Religious Art and Culture (CRKC), the Archives and 
Museum of Flemish Life in Brussels (AMVB), the University Archives of the KU Leuven, 
the Protestant-Evangelical Archives and Documentation Centre (Evadoc) and LIBIS 
KU Leuven. On 10 October 2006 the consortium took on the legal form of a non-profit 
association (vzw)1. KADOC-KU Leuven acts as the co-ordinator of the consortium and 
as the technical host institution of the database (maintenance, storage, data ingest, help 
desk, firewall, …). 
 
The ODIS consortium’s main goal is to develop research tools to stimulate renewing 
research on the history of (initially Flemish/Belgian) civil society. These instruments 
provide bridges between research units and the main cultural heritage institutions in 
Flanders and foster their collaboration. Very different scholars from (but also outside) 
the social sciences and humanities group are studying facets of intermediary structures 
and their histories. Virtually all humanities and social science scholars are confronted 
with their history and functions. ODIS tries to facilitate their efforts by offering them a 
multifunctional and durable research instrument, the web database ODIS. This aid is 
welcome, since acquiring knowledge of and access to the main source materials of 
these intermediary structures continually required time-consuming efforts, as do 
gathering quantitative and qualitative data on their history and analysing the networks in 
which they were involved. Time and again researchers were obliged to invest time and 
money into project-specific instruments facilitating their heuristics and the collection, 
analysis and representation of their data. After completing their projects, these data 

                                            

1 Onderzoekssteunpunt en Databank Intermediaire Structuren in Vlaanderen (19de-20ste eeuw), Belgisch 
Staatsblad, 13 November 2006, enterprise number 884.703.544. Members of the General Assembly in 
2015: Jaak Billiet (KU Leuven), Jan De Maeyer (KU Leuven), Bruno De Wever (UGent), Jeffrey Tyssens 
(VUB), Guy Vanthemsche (VUB), Herman Van Goethem (UA), Dirk Rochtus and Koen De Scheemaeker 
(ADVN), Christophe Verbruggen and Geert Van Goethem (Amsab-ISG), Danny Pieters and Emmanuel 
Gerard (KU Leuven-KADOC), Walter Ysebaert and Luc Pareyn (Liberaal Archief), Patricia Quintens 
(AMVB, User Group). Board of Directors: Jan De Maeyer (chairman and general manager), Geert Van 
Goethem (vice chairman), Koen De Scheemaeker (secretary) en Luc Pareyn (financial officer). The daily 
management of the database is entrusted to a Technical Committee under the co-ordination of Peter 
Heyrman. 
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sets, instruments and the expertise associated with them, were often forgotten or lost. 
The web database ODIS offers them a durable repository in which high-quality, 
longitudinal data sets regarding civil society and its historical evolution are being 
centralised, validated, linked, updated, prepared for analysis and published. Moreover, 
ODIS presents them an efficient instrument, providing access to the main source 
materials on civil society and to large contextual data series on this subject. 
 
The original ODIS database, today referred to as ODIS-1, became operational in 
September 2001. It comprised historical information on (1) intermediary structures 
(organisations) in Flanders/Belgium, (2) the individuals active in them, (3) the periodicals 
and (4) archives that they produced. The instrument also provided a module for the 
storage of (5) political election results.  
 

 
Figure 1: simplified ERD of the ODIS-1 database (2003) 

 
In the following paragraphs, we offer an overview of the basic principles of the ODIS 
database. They applied to ODIS-1, but also form the cornerstone of the ODIS-2 
database, that was constructed as a result of the ODIS Hercules Project (see 1.2.). 
 
Information in ODIS is stored in specific, standardised formats, thus guaranteeing 
interoperability with other instruments. The records can also be linked to each other via 
associative entities. These connections between records are validated using 
standardised vocabularies. In this way clusters of related records are created.  
 
ODIS thus provides an instrument for the centralisation, analysis and 
representation of data series. The model facilitates very different approaches to data 
entry. Depending on their specific needs and aims, authors and research teams can 
themselves decide how they will build their data series in ODIS and choose the focus, 
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scope and profundity of their data input (in each module, only a few fields are 
mandatory). They also determine if and when they would like to publish their records, 
this means making them available to the broad public by means of the ODIS public 
catalogue or using their proper online instruments. ODIS makes use of a number of 
general database techniques, such as repeatable field groupd and directional input, 
systematised by means of validated vocabularies or authority lists. Relational field 
groups, that are optimised in the same way, offer the possibility to create clear and 
univocal links between records. So, data can be put in a broader context and information 
clusters can be built.  
 

ODIS key figures 2010-2014 

Year 
Total 

volume 
31/12 

OPAC 
volume 
31/12 

New 
records 

Sessions
Unique 
visitors 

Page 
views 

2010 143,308 60,204 15,954 32,854 15,942 257,406 
2011 154,947 64,213 11,639 48,856 29,188 324,331 
2012 164,754 68,574 9,807 151,190 106,507 619,928 
2013 187,384 72,044 22,630 172,450 124,411 666,499 
2014 203,131 87,713 15,747 189,691 145,022 632,538 

 
ODIS has a growing resonance. In 2014, the ODIS content was consulted by more 
than 145,000 scholars, students and amateur researchers. Some 20 different user 
groups, representing around 130 individual users, applied the instrument in very 
different projects.  
 
This increasing success of ODIS is largely due to its multifunctionality as both a 
contextual and analytical research instrument: 
 ODIS offers a safe and durable data pool were older and often dispersed series, 

repertories and data collections can be centralised, correlated and updated. 
 The database can of course be used as an encyclopaedia on civil society, 

offering historical background information on organisations, basic biographies of 
their protagonists, …  

 By linking these records to elaborate descriptions of related archives and 
periodicals, the database also facilitates the heuristics of students and scholars.  

 The growing number of partners uses the instrument to publish extensive 
information on their (often interlinked) archival and library collections, the creators 
and the context in which those organisations, persons and families operated.  

 They also use the instrument in the framework of specific registration projects 
aimed at detecting and describing heritage collections (mainly archives and 
periodicals) that are of interest for scholars. These guides to source materials 
prove to be very valuable in supporting new or existing research lines.  

 ODIS is also deployed as an authority instrument for the primary catalogues or 
digital repositories of the participating institutions. Researchers that have 
retrieved books, printed materials, archival units or photographic source materials 
in for instance the library and archival catalogues of the Leuven university (Alma, 
Lias, …) are guided towards background information in ODIS on their creators or 
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on the organisations, families, persons, … that can be affiliated with them. From 
there on they are guided to other relevant archival units or periodicals.  

 Finally the database also offers very different analytical functionalities. Given the 
completeness and quality of specific data series that were gathered, numerous 
queries can be launched on them, using the available systematic and relational 
attributes. The online catalogue facilitates the basic queries. More complex 
prosopographical and network analyses are supported by the help desk2.  

 
1.2. Towards a renewed instrument: the ODIS Hercules Project (AKUL043) 
 
Thanks to the support of the Flemish Hercules Foundation, in 2009-2015 the ODIS 
database was thoroughly renewed and modernised. This investment in medium-sized 
research infrastructure, commonly referred to as the ODIS Hercules Project, was an 
intra-association initiative of the KU Leuven and the University of Antwerp. Its aim was 
to strengthen the existing ODIS database (FWO Max Wildiers Fund) as an 
information node in a network of online data collections, with more differentiated 
research-supportive functions in an international, multilingual and multicontextual 
perspective, thus meeting the functional needs of the many interested research 
units and individual researchers.  
 
During the project the existing ODIS database remained fully operational. Meanwhile a 
new instrument was built, commonly referred to as the ODIS-2 or ODIS Hercules 
database. This new infrastructure is of course based on the expertise and experience of 
the consortium with the existing database. But it also contains many different innovative 
features and supplementary functionalities, thus enhancing the research-supportive 
capacity of the system.  
 
First of all ODIS has improved its open infrastructure by strengthening its 
connectivity with other relevant instruments, both catalogues and other specialised 
authority databases, online encyclopaedias, repertories of source materials, digital 
repositories et cetera. In order to foster this interoperability, the technical environment 
of ODIS was updated. To create a modern, sustainable technical environment, new 
servers were purchased and an upgrade of the Oracle software was installed. This 
allows both fast and accurate input, querying, consulting and downloading of data in the 
desired form. ODIS-2 is put in conformance with the OAI standard, which enables data 
harvesting from ODIS to other online environments. This Open Archives Initiative 
Protocol for Metadata Harvesting (OAI-PMH) provides an application-independent 
exchange scheme based on harvesting of metadata3. It enables ODIS to connect more 

                                            

2 Peter Heyrman and Donald Weber, "Intermediaire structuren in Vlaanderen: ODIS" in: Het Max 
Wildiersfonds geëvalueerd. Archief en wetenschappelijk onderzoek. Handelingen van het contactforum 
‘Archief en wetenschappelijk onderzoek: het Max Wildiersfonds geëvalueerd’ (Archiefkunde 9). Berchem, 
2007, 73-80; Peter Heyrman, "Contextual Data Collection and Analysis on Intermediary Structures: The 
Odis Database" in: Luc Boeva, Elly Broes and Andreas Stynen (eds), Developing the NISE Platform. 
Proceedings of the first NISE Conference. Skopje (Macedonia), 27-28 May 2010 (NISE Proceedings 1). 
Antwerp: ADVN, 2011, 13-28. 
3 Carl Lagoze and Herbert Van de Sompel, "The making of the Open Archives Initiative Protocol for 
Metadata Harvesting" in: Library Hi Tech, 21 (2003) 2, 118-128. 
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directly with existing OpenURL link server software, such as SFX (Ex Libris), WebBridge 
(Innovative Interfaces), and LinkSource (EBSCO).  
 
Flexibility and user-friendliness are main features of ODIS-2. The design and 
functionality of the input modules was reconsidered and modernised. For example, 
providing layout possibilities in the large text fields makes for much greater ease of use. 
Looking up and assigning attributes from the menus was simplified. The use of PHP and 
AJAX (more particular the jQuery framework) offers a Web 2.0 look and feel. This all 
makes the database much user-friendlier. Finally, tools to ensure a quick navigation 
and to enhance the interactivity between the user groups were also implemented. 
 
User-friendliness was also considerably increased on the surface of the ODIS database. 
The ODIS-1 public catalogue (OPAC) was mainly geared to quick consultations of the 
content of specific records (and packets of them). In ODIS-2, these basic functions were 
brought up-to-date and, where necessary, refined and expanded. The implementation 
of GIS software into the database enables a spatial analysis and/or representation of 
data packets. The advanced search functionality facilitates more complex analyses 
and processes. Via the help desk, researchers can obtain customised data exports, 
which then can be analysed with other programmes and tools. 
 

 
Figure 2: different user approaches to ODIS (2015) 

 
Apart from these more technical and outward-oriented adjustments of the apparatus, 
other goals of the ODIS Hercules Project had a decisive impact on its architecture and 
fundamental design. The entity-relationship diagram (as presented in figure 1) was 
enriched with new modules. One of them facilitates the systematic contextual 
description of immovable material heritage, i.e. buildings and sites. The Hercules 
Project also offered the opportunity to construct modules for the systematic description 
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of families and historical events, all linked to the organisations and persons 
associated with them and to the documentary source materials that contain information 
about them (publications and archives). Finally, a supportive module to register 
information on repositories was added to the data model as well (linked to Archiefbank 
Vlaanderen). 
 

 
Figure 3: structure of the organisation record in the ODIS-2 database (2015) 

 
ODIS-1 almost exclusively contained contextual and documentary data involving the 
Flemish/Belgian intermediary structures and their historical development from 1750 to 
today. The bulk of the records was edited in Dutch, the main lists of attributes were 
grafted on the Belgian context. The financial support of the Hercules Foundation allowed 
the consortium to broaden this scope and to give the new apparatus an international 
dimension.  
 
The renewed instrument that was constructed within the framework of the ODIS 
Hercules Project provides a multilingual input interface. At present an English and a 
Dutch interface are available. Furthermore the model easily facilitates future additions of 
interfaces in other languages. In ODIS-2, the same entity (organisation, person, ...) thus 
has variants in different languages, only sharing a so-called authority entry (reference 
name/title, date and code).  
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Figure 4: multilingual entities in the ODIS-2 database (2015) 

 
Offering a ‘multicontextual’ input environment was quite another task. It especially 
involved broadening the scope of the existing vocabularies used in the repeatable fields 
and field groups to enter systematic biographical, organisational and documentary 
information. The ODIS team drew up lists of (present and historical) legal forms, 
decorations, levels of education, political positions, political bodies and political 
competences for many different countries. The primary focus was set on Western 
Europe. The geographical thesaurus of ODIS was also enlarged. It now offers an 
hierarchically structured list of present countries, regions, provinces, districts, 
municipalities, hamlets, … all over Europe, linked to co-ordinates. An extensive list of 
historical references is also available. This geographical thesaurus of course is a 
keystone of the GIS functionality that was implemented in ODIS-2. 
 
1.3. Chronological overview of the ODIS Hercules Project 
 
The ODIS Project (AKUL043) was an intra-association collaboration between the 
KU Leuven and the University of Antwerp. Promoter of the project was prof. dr. Jan De 
Maeyer (KU Leuven), co-promoter was prof. dr. Herman Van Goethem (University of 
Antwerp). In close collaboration with the Board of Directors of the ODIS vzw, they were 
responsible for the general management of the project. The daily management was 
entrusted to a Technical Committee under the co-ordination of dr. Peter Heyrman, head 
of Research of KADOC-KU Leuven. The project staff was supported by experts of the 
different partner institutions.  
 
The project agreement was signed on 18 December 2008. The recruitment of the 
necessary staff members took the consortium more time then estimated. In October 
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2009, after an intense preparatory phase, two project staff members joined the project, a 
scientific collaborator/analyst and a system engineer. The system engineer was 
responsible for the setup of the new hardware and software environment and for the 
software construction of the new database. The tasks of the scientific collaborators 
included the development of the ODIS-2 data models, the translation and enlargement 
of the vocabularies and thesauri, the in-depth testing of the new apparatus and writing 
new instructions. 
 
At the end of 2010 the system engineer left the project. The project leaders then decided 
to entrust the technical development of the new instrument to LIBIS, a well-known 
Flemish service provider of archives and libraries. This technical collaboration started on 
1 July 2011 and soon led to important and rewarding results. The original time schedule 
of the project suffered a delay of 10 months. However, the project could reach all its 
targets and the new database was launched at the end of November 2013. 
 
During the execution of the Hercules Project, the existing ODIS database remained fully 
operational. To ensure a smooth transition from ODIS-1 to ODIS-2, the project team 
opted for a phased switch to the new database environment: 
 In 2013, all ODIS inputters got access to a test version of the new database. In 

September 2013, training sessions were organised in Ghent (10 September), 
Leuven (20 September) and Antwerp (27 September). 

 On 21 October 2013, the ODIS-1 input environment was closed. In the following 
weeks, a carefully planned data migration took place. The complete content of the 
existing apparatus was migrated to the new database. 

 On 29 November 2013, the ODIS-2 database was officially put into production 
during a ‘launch event’ in the Flemish Parliament in Brussels. On 4 December 
2013, all data inputters received an ODIS-2 account, so they could start working 
in the new input environment. 

 In parallel with the ODIS-2 OPAC, the ODIS-1 public catalogue remained 
available until the beginning of 2015. On 5 February 2015, all persistent URLs 
were moved to ODIS-2. This marked the end of the transition period from ODIS-1 
to ODIS-2. 

 
1.4. Work packages 
 
As already mentioned, the ODIS Hercules Project aimed to strengthen the existing 
instrument as an information node in a network of online data collections, with more 
differentiated research-supportive functions in an international, multilingual and 
multicontextual perspective. Six work packages were designed. In the following 
paragraphs, we give a more detailed overview of the realisation of each package. 
 
1.4.1. Work package 1: Development of a renewed input interface 
 
The data model of the ODIS database was redesigned completely. Next to modules for 
the historical description of persons, organisations, publications and archives, ODIS-2 
offers innovative modules for data input on families, buildings and events. A 
complementary supportive module for the systematic description of repositories was 
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also developed. The data model of the input modules was as much as possible based 
on international standards: ISAAR(CPF) for organisations, persons and families, ISBD 
for publications, ISAD(G) for archives, the Docomomo standard for buildings and 
ISDIAH for repositories4. Furthermore, much attention was paid to the user-friendliness 
of the input environment (e.g. layout tools, Web 2.0 look and feel, quick navigation, 
interactivity, …; see 1.2.). 
 

 
Figure 5: entities and relations in the ODIS-2 database (2015) 

 
At the end of May 2010 the new input interface, containing basic modules for the 
description of organisations and publications, was ready for testing. In September 2010 
basic instruments for the description of archives and repositories were also available. In 
December 2010, the persons’ module was added. Due to the above mentioned 
departure of the system engineer, work on these modules could only be resumed in July 
2011. The collaboration with LIBIS from July 2011 onwards made it possible to deliver 

                                            

4 ISAAR(CPF): International Standard Archival Authority Record for Corporate Bodies, Persons, and 
Families (http://www.ica.org/10203/standards/isaar-cpf-international-standard-archival-authority-record-
for-corporate-bodies-persons-and-families-2nd-edition.html); ISBD: International Standard Bibliographic 
Description (http://www.ifla.org/publications/international-standard-bibliographic-description); ISAD(G): 
General International Standard Archival Description (http://www.ica.org/10207/standards/isadg-general-
international-standard-archival-description-second-edition.html); Docomomo: International Committee for 
Documentation and Conservation of Buildings, Sites and Neighbourhoods of the Modern Movement 
(http://www.docomomo.com/com/momo_register_guidelines.htm); ISDIAH: International Standard for 
Describing Institutions with Archival Holdings (http://www.ica.org/10198/standards/isdiah-international-
standard-for-describing-institutions-with-archival-holdings.html). On the main archival standards, see: 
Peter Heyrman and Marc Nelissen, "De lettersoep voorbij. Naar een internationaal genormeerde en 
contextuele archiefbeschrijving" in: Michel Van der Eycken and Erik Houtman (eds), Lach. Liber Amicorum 
Coppens Herman (Studia 115). Brussels: Algemeen Rijksarchief en Rijksarchief in de Provinciën, 2007, 
vol. I, 165-185. 
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important results in only a few months. Test results were incorporated at high speed. At 
the end of 2011 the basic modules for the description of persons, organisations, 
archives and repositories were ready for production. In 2012, the module for publications 
was completed and the modules for buildings, families and events were built. The 
vocabularies for those new modules were drawn up, validated and translated. In 2013, 
all ODIS inputters got the possibility to test the complete ODIS-2 input interface. The 
ODIS help pages were updated and training sessions were organised. The results of 
this final testing were implemented. On 29 November 2013 the new database was 
officially launched, on 4 December all inputters got their ODIS-2 account. After the 
launch, much attention was paid to the follow-up of the remarks and suggestions of the 
inputters. If needed, technical adaptations were made and bugs were repaired. 
 
The new input environment is completely bilingual (English and Dutch). Therefore, the 
ODIS frame, the vocabularies and the help pages were translated into English The 
apparatus also is multicontextual. To facilitate the input of data that don’t relate to the 
Belgian/Flemish context, the scope of some existing vocabularies used in repeatable 
field groups (legal forms in the organisation module; decorations, levels of education, 
political positions, political bodies and political competences in the persons’ module) 
was broadened. Terms related to other contexts were added, which was a labor-
intensive job for the team. In December 2011, eight contexts were already available in 
the new input environment: Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Spain and the United Kingdom. In 2013 the international context was 
added, followed by the Austrian context in 2015. For other national contexts (e.g. 
Ireland, Poland, Portugal and Switzerland), the vocabularies are presently being created 
and validated. All new vocabularies are based on standardised series of sources, 
reference works and repertories, both printed and digital. If possible, international 
standards were implemented (e.g. ISCED 97 for levels of education). Each vocabulary 
consists of terms in the ‘original’ language and translations in Dutch and English. 
Inputters can opt to work in one context or use all the available contexts at the same 
time. Context and language preferences are registered by the system. 
 
In parallel with the development of the multicontextual vocabularies, the geographical 
thesaurus was also expanded. That thesaurus now offers a hierarchical list of 
administrative units and names of towns, municipalities, … for all European countries. 
The lists are adjusted to the specific administrative contexts of the different countries. 
Historical reference terms, alternative terms and translations are also included. The 
geographical thesaurus is based on official and validated data sets. Furthermore, the 
ISO 3166 standard is implemented. 
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Figure 6: construction of vocabularies for different national contexts (2015) 

 
1.4.2. Work package 2: Development of a renewed instrument for consultation and use 
 
New, user-friendly and flexible HTML export formats were installed on the existing ODIS 
database in December 2009. The basic structure of the export formats in the public 
catalogue of ODIS-2 was based on those formats, but the look and feel was changed 
and several important adaptations were made (e.g. implementation of multilinguality and 
multicontextuality, development of export formats for buildings, events and families, …). 
In parallel with the development of the input modules of the new apparatus, basic export 
formats were created. In 2013-2014, those formats were completed, refined and tested. 
During that period, the ODIS-1 OPAC remained available. On 5 February 2015, the old 
OPAC was closed and the persistent URLs of all ODIS export formats were moved to 
the new environment. The specific OPACs (ODIS search boxes) on the websites of 
several partners and projects were also moved to the new apparatus. 
 
The new database offers users different search possibilities: a simple search (search on 
name/title), a full-text search or an advanced search (for more complex queries). The 
simple and full-text search were developed in parallel with the input modules. The 
advanced search was added in 2014. It includes a GIS tool, by which the results of 
advanced searches that include a geographical parameter can be spatially analysed and 
represented. 
 
The entire search and export environment of the new database is of course available 
both in English and in Dutch. 



 
Final Report - ODIS: Database Intermediary Structures Flanders (AKUL043) Page 15 
 

 
The development of other export possibilities (e.g. export to xls formats) was already 
studied during the execution of the Hercules Project. 
 
1.4.3. Work package 3: New module for the description of buildings 
 
A prototype of the new buildings module was already delivered in 2009. In 2012, it was 
developed into a fully-fledged module and incorporated in the new database 
environment. Help pages and instructions were already developed in 2009-2010. In 
2011, the vocabularies were translated into English. Since the launch of ODIS-2 at the 
end of 2013, the buildings module has been used intensively by different user groups. 
 
1.4.4. Work package 4: Database linking and OAI 
 
The new ODIS database is envisaged as an information node in a broad network of 
online data collections. To ensure interoperability, the database is conformed to the OAI-
PMH standard.  
 
All ODIS export formats have persistent URLs, which facilitate links to the database. 
Those persistent URLs are systematically used by for instance the Erfgoedplus.be 
database, the Royal Library of Belgium and Wikipedia. 
 
The interconnectivity with the catalogues and digital repositories of the partner 
institutions is assured. Just as ODIS-1, the new apparatus is connected (via the MARC 
field 690-02) to the library catalogue Alma (LIBISnet), that is used by very different 
scientific libraries in Flanders and Brussels. Connections to the archival catalogue 
scopeArchiv (connection via a plug-in) and to the digital repository DigiTool/Rosetta 
(Lias-KU Leuven) are also provided. So, users of Alma, scopeArchiv and 
DigiTool/Rosetta can easily create links to ODIS. ODIS authority records can also be 
consulted via the LIBISnet search platform Limo. Moreover ODIS is connected to 
Archiefbank Vlaanderen (Archival Database Flanders). 
 
The new ODIS environment also offers researchers the possibility to include links to 
other apparatuses in records. In all main modules, a database linking tool (field group 
‘External catalogues’) is included. Inputters can use this tool to search for publications in 
external library catalogues and can quickly add deeplinks to those catalogues. At this 
moment, it is possible to search the LIBISnet catalogue (Alma/Limo) and the Adlib 
catalogues of Amsab-ISH and AMVB. At the beginning of 2015, more than 3,000 links 
were already available in ODIS. In future, the database linking tool can be extended to 
other library or archive catalogues, trusted digital repositories, … 
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Figure 7: the database linking tool in ODIS-2: types of relations with external library 

catalogues (2015) 
 
1.4.5. Work package 5: Hardware upgrades 
 
In December 2009 a new development server was installed (HP Intel Xeon X5450 3.0 
GHz Quad Core, 4 GB RAM, 146 GB hard disk). In June 2011 the prototype of the new 
database was installed on this server. Also in 2011, a service agreement was negotiated 
with the department ICTS of KU Leuven for server and storage hosting. In April 2012 
this infrastructure became operational. The agreement provides for the hosting of three 
blade servers (BL460c with 2 Intel Xeon X5650 cpu's and 96 GB RAM, 2x 300 GB 
internal disks in raid 1 – 300 GB usable – 10 Gbit ethernet and iLO for remote 
management), a primary storage capacity of 1 TB and for mirroring.  
 
1.4.6. Work package 6: Software upgrades 
 
On both the development and the production server, Windows Server 2008 and Oracle 
11g R2 (11.2.0.1) Enterprise Edition software was installed. Further, the database was 
equipped with the Oracle Fusion Middleware MapViewer, an instrument for detailed 
geographical representations of the results of specific analyses. Oracle consultants 
assisted in the installation and the fine-tuning of this new software. During the 
development of the new database, the Oracle Business Intelligence Enterprise Edition 
(OBI EE) software was also tested. 
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2. Logbook: 
consortium, user group, supported research initiatives and public use 
 
2.1. Consortium 
 
The ODIS Hercules Project was carried out by an intra-association consortium 
consisting of KU Leuven and University of Antwerp. Promoter of the project was 
prof. dr. Jan De Maeyer (KU Leuven), co-promoter was prof. dr. Herman Van Goethem 
(University of Antwerp). 
 
As mentioned earlier, the Hercules grant enabled the consortium to renew an already 
existing instrument, the ODIS database, developed in 2000-2003 within the framework 
of a research project of the Flemish Fund for Scientific Research (FWO Max Wildiers 
Fund). This instrument is managed by the non-profit association or vzw ODIS5.  
Academic experts from the main Flemish universities participate in this structure:  
 KU Leuven (Jaak Billiet, Emmanuel Gerard, Danny Pieters, Dirk Rochtus, Jan De 

Maeyer) 
 Universiteit Antwerpen (Herman Van Goethem) 
 Vrije Universiteit Brussel (Walter Ysebaert, Jeffrey Tyssens, Guy Vanthemsche) 
 Universiteit Gent (Christophe Verbruggen, Bruno De Wever) 

 
The following cultural heritage institutions, most of them closely involved in scientific 
research and linked to academic research units, are represented in the Board and/or in 
the User Group of ODIS: 
 ADVN Archives and Documentation Centre for Flemish Nationalism (Antwerp) 

http://www.advn.be  
 Amsab-Institute of Social History (Ghent) 

http://www.amsab.be  
 KADOC-KU Leuven Documentation and Research Centre on Religion, Culture 

and Society  
http://www.kadoc.kuleuven.be  

 Liberal Archives (Ghent) 
http://www.liberaalarchief.be  

 Centre for Flemish Architectural Archives (CVAa) 
http://www.cvaa.be  

 Centre for Religious Art and Culture (CRKC) 
http://www.crkc.be  

 Archives and Museum of Flemish Life in Brussels (AMVB) 
http://www.amvb.be  

 University Archives of the KU Leuven 
http://bib.kuleuven.be/universiteitsarchief 

 Protestant-Evangelical Archives and Documentation Centre (Evadoc) 
http://www.evadoc.be 

                                            

5 Onderzoekssteunpunt en Databank Intermediaire Structuren in Vlaanderen (19de-20ste eeuw), Belgisch 
Staatsblad, 13 November 2006, enterprise number 884.703.544.  
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 LIBIS KU Leuven 
http://www.libis.be, http://www.lias.be and http://limo.libis.be 

 
KADOC-KU Leuven acts as the technical host institution of the ODIS database. 
 
2.2. User Group and agreements, volume and support 
 
Full access to the instrument and its functionalities is only offered to the members of 
the ODIS User Group. The consortium welcomes all interested scholars, research units 
and initiatives to join. In 2009-2015 no less than 10 institutional partners and more 
than 20 research projects/groups have been using ODIS on a regular basis. Some 
of those projects have an explicit international orientation. They all use the instrument 
for data entry, analysis and representation, but for many different research goals.  
 
With these partners/initiatives, a User Group agreement is drafted and signed, clearly 
defining the reciprocal responsibilities. They can work simultaneously in the system, no 
reservation system had to be implemented. All partners pay a yearly contribution of 
€ 1,500 for general services and a fee of € 500 per individual user ID. These fees are 
adjusted each year according to the consumer price index. As mentioned earlier, this 
agreement offers them full access to the database, its content, analytical tools and other 
instruments. The analytical use of the instrument can be monitored by registering the 
number of queries in the input interface. 
 

Input queries 
2009-2013 

Year Queries 
2009 65,643 
2010 84,783 
2011 99,274 
2012 95,067 
2013 90,175 

 
The number of individual users under the above mentioned agreements varies 
throughout the year. The following table gives the situation at the beginning of each 
year.  
 

Individual user ID’s 
Date Number 

1/2010 115 
1/2011 138 
1/2012 152 
1/2013 132 
1/2014 129 

 
On 1 January 2015 the ODIS database contained 203,131 records, namely 36,686 
organisational records, 114,579 biographical ones, 39,248 records on publications, 
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9,476 descriptions of archives, 90 records on families, 2,896 descriptions of buildings 
and 156 event records. 
 

Volume of the ODIS database, 2009-2014 

D
ate
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n
s 

P
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n
s 
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licatio

n
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rch
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O
th

er
6 

T
o

tal 

1/1/2009 23,840 70,185 21,452 8,063 - 123,540 
1/1/2010 24,935 72,417 21,649 8,353 - 127,354 
1/1/2011 27,650 85,102 21,956 8,600 - 143,308 
1/1/2012 29,915 93,689 22,387 8,956 - 154,947 
1/1/2013 31,831 101,215 22,652 9,056 - 164,754 
1/1/2014 35,678 107,087 35,277 9,342 - 187,384 
1/1/2015 36,686 114,579 39,248 9,476 3,142 203,131 

 
The ODIS consortium regularly organises training sessions and seminars for new 
user groups and the individual researchers involved in data input and data analysis. 
Detailed help pages are provided to novice users. Each year in June a general User 
Group meeting is organised, generally hosted by one of the partner institutions. At 
those occasions a general state of affairs of the database is given and new features and 
plans are introduced to and discussed by the users. Workshops during this meeting offer 
the opportunity for in-depth analyses of functional issues, often in relation to the ODIS 
Hercules Project. The User Group meetings are open to all interested parties. Research 
units, projects or institutions that contemplate on using ODIS, are invited to this 
introduction and can meet the other (prospect) partners there.  
 
All individual users are supported by the central help desk (info@odis.be, 
info@odis.eu) for specific tasks (e.g. mass loads of data series, extraction of data 
packages, complicated analytical operations that require specific queries). Questions or 
demands to the help desk are processed by FCFS. ODIS has a performant user group 
management module allowing user groups to organise their user responsibilities in a 
flexible and independent way.  
 
The entire infrastructure of ODIS is available permanently. The ODIS user agreements 
mention a possible unavailability of maximum 5% due to maintenance or other 
occurrences. During the last five years only a few incidents caused the database to be 
offline during a certain period. All users were duly informed: 
 On 17 December 2009 the database was unavailable due to maintenance and 

the implementation of new export formats.  

                                            

6 Families, buildings and events. 
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 General maintenance caused the database to be offline from 22 June 2011 17h 
until 23 June 2011 8h.  

 Due to problems on the Leuven power grid the database was unavailable on 
23 September 2011 from 8 until 16h. 

 Due to server problems, ODIS was not available on 29 April 2012, 22 and 23 
September 2012 and 3 until 9 September 2013. 

 The input environment was unavailable from 21 October until 4 December 2013, 
to facilitate the data conversion from ODIS-1 to ODIS-2. 

 
2.3. Supported research projects 
 
The following scientific projects and research initiatives made use of the ODIS database 
in 2009-2014 and generally were also member of the ODIS User Group. They used the 
system mainly for data collection, data analysis and data representation. 
 
The list below briefly introduces all these partners, with reference to the main 
functionalities of the database used by them. Some of the formal project titles have been 
translated. The items offer information on host institution, granting instances, timing and 
objectives and links to project websites. 
 
2.3.1. PhD and collective scientific research  
 
 The Monastic Issue. Religious institutes and their patrimony, 1773-1921. KADOC-

KU Leuven and VUB; FWO Flanders; 2007-2010; post-doctoral research project. 
http://www.kloosterkwestie.be 
Biographical and heuristic data on the ideological conflicts in 19th-century Belgian 
society.  

 Engineering a New World. The Role of the Engineer in Modern Society (1815-
c.1890). KADOC-KU Leuven and ASRO-KU Leuven; Research Fund KU Leuven; 
double PhD. 
Heuristic and organisational data. Prosopographical analysis of engineers in the 
late 19th century. 

 Missionary practice and space. Missions, architecture and space in the Belgian 
Congo, 1885-1960. KADOC-KU Leuven and OSA KU Leuven; FWO Flanders; 
PhD. 
Biographical and organisational data on missionary architects and religious 
institutes in Congo.  

 Religion, culture and ‘otherness’. Flemish/Belgian migrants in Northern France 
and Paris (1850-1960). KADOC-KU Leuven and ULB; FWO Flanders; 2008-2011; 
PhD.                                                                             
http://www.migration-religion.be  
Data on organisations for Belgian migrants in France and their source materials. 

 The making of transregional Catholicism. Print culture in the Archdiocese of 
Cambrai (1559-1659). PhD project Research Group Early Modern History 
KU Leuven; 2013-2017; OT 3H130249. 
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http://transregionalhistory.eu/ 
Prosopographical and network analysis of publishers, authors and printers in the 
Cambrai region in the 16th and 17th century.  

 The Lucky Few - Why some interest organisations develop, enjoy access and are 
influential. PhD project Antwerp Centre for Institutions and Multilevel Politics – 
ACIM (University of Antwerp); FWO Flanders. 
Use of organisational data on interest organisations of different pillars in Flanders.  

 Religion in Modernity (1750-). International Research Programme on Religion, 
Culture and Society. KADOC-KU Leuven; Impulse program GHUM KU Leuven.  

 Church attendance and faith in Belgium, 1945-. Post-doctoral research project in 
the framework of the above mentioned research programme (KADOC-
KU Leuven). 

 Government policy and subsidiary social provision in 19th-century Belgium. PhD-
research in the research programme Religion in Modernity (KADOC-KU Leuven). 
Heuristic, organisational and biographical data in relation to the subject.  

 Redeveloping the city: Urban transformation after the secularization of religious 
houses in Belgian towns at the dawn of the modern age (1773/1796-1860). FWO 
Flanders (G.0B09.12). 
Heuristical references and biographical information.  

 Catholic Territories in a Suburban Landscape. Religion and Urbanization in 
Belgium 1945-1975. OT KU Leuven. 
Data on post-war church architecture and on the key figures and organisations 
involved. 

 
2.3.2. International research consortia and projects  
 
 Encounters of European Elites in the 19th Century (EECE) 

http://www.eece.eu 
Partners: Lumsa Università Roma, Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena, LUISS-
Guido Carli Roma, Jagiellonian University Krakow, Università degli Studi ‘La 
Sapienza’ Roma. 
ODIS is used as a collective information network offering a joint bibliography on 
the subject and a guide to relevant source materials, but also an instrument for 
the joint collection, analysis and representation of biographical, organisational 
and heuristic data series.  

 Civitas-Forum of Archives and Research on Christian Democracy (Civitas-
FARCD) 
http://www.civitas-farcd.eu 
Full members: KADOC-KU Leuven, Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, Istituto Luigi 
Sturzo. Associated members: Archivio per la storia del movimento sociale 
cattolico in Italia ‘Mario Romani’, Karl von Vogelsang Institute, Katholiek 
Documentatie Centrum Nijmegen. 
Civitas-FARCD uses ODIS to build biographical data series on Christian 
Democratic politicians.  
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 Nationalist Movements & Intermediary Structures in Europe (NISE) 
http://www.nise.eu 
International research and heritage platform on nationalism and national 
movements in Europe. The Scientific Council of the platform involves partners 
from Austria, Belgium, the United Kingdom, Spain, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Macedonia, Hungary, Lithuania, Bulgaria, … 
NISE used ODIS to build a joint catalogue and repertory of sources amongst its 
partners, thus creating a research platform that facilitates a genuine international, 
transcultural approach to the historical study of nationalism and national 
identities. The collaboration with ODIS is at the moment temporarily suspended in 
order to re-evaluate the needs of the consortium. 

 Dutch-Flemish Centre for the History of Migration (CGM) 
http://www.vijfeeuwenmigratie.nl/cgm 
Involving a.o. the University of Leiden, the Institute of Ethnic and Migration 
Studies (IMES) University of Amsterdam and the International Institute for Social 
History Amsterdam. CGM deliberated on the constructing of an international 
research platform on migrant civil society.  

 TIC-Collaborative. A Virtual Research Environment for the study of 19th- and 
early 20th-century international organisations and congresses 
http://www.tic.ugent.be 
University of Ghent. 
Data input regarding these entities and support in the design of a stand-alone 
application.  

 
2.3.3. Application-oriented research projects  
 
 The Christian Teachers’ Union (COV) and its heritage. KADOC-KU Leuven, COV 

and partners; 2013-2014; private funding. 
Biographical and heuristical data series on the history of the Flemish COV. Input 
of older data series and repertories. 

 BWP and BSP federations (Belgian Labour Party / Belgian Socialist Party). 
Amsab-ISH and partners; Flemish Government. 

 Catholic Education in the Limburg Mining Region, 1906-. KADOC-KU Leuven; 
Heritage Cell Mijn-Erfgoed. 
Network analysis regarding schools in the region.  

 Flemish Migrants in Wallonia. KADOC-KU Leuven; 2008-2011; Province of East-
Flanders.  
http://www.vlaamsemigranteninwallonie.be 
Biographical, organisational and heuristical data series on the subject.  

 History of Popular Musical Culture in Flanders. ADVN, Amsab-ISH, KADOC-
KU Leuven, Liberal Archives and Resonant; 2010-2012; Province of Flemish 
Brabant. 
Data input and analysis on popular musical organisations (brass bands, choirs, 
…). Input of older data series and repertories. 
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 History of the Belgian Christian Union of Metalworkers, 1890-. KADOC-
KU Leuven; private funding. 
Organisational data on ACV-Metaal and prosopography of the militants of this 
union. Heuristical references.  

 History of the Congregation Zusters Kindsheid Jesu (1835-present). KADOC-
KU Leuven; 2008-2010; private funding. 
Prosopographical analysis of the members of this religious institute, mainly active 
in care and education.  

 History of the cooperative publishing company Acco, 1952-. KADOC-KU Leuven; 
private funding. 
Analysis of the management structures.  

 History of the Imelda Hospital in Bonheiden. KADOC-KU Leuven; 2008-2011; 
private funding.  
Analysis of the board of directors and the medical staff.  

 History of the labor movement in the graphical sector, 1860-1940. Amsab-ISH 
and partners; Flemish Government.  
Data entry on militants and trade union structures.  

 Religious processions in the Meuse-Rhine region. KADOC-KU Leuven; 2009-
2010; Cities of Hasselt, Tongeren and Sint-Truiden.  
Mainly heuristical information regarding those processions. Input of older data 
series and repertories. 

 Socialist labor movement in Brussels, 1885-1914. Amsab-ISH and partners; 
2010-2012; Flemish Government.  
Biographical data on militants and (local) politicians. In-depth analysis of these 
series. Input of older data series and repertories. 

 Socialist municipal councillors in Belgium, 1895-. Amsab-ISH and partners; 
Flemish Government. 

 The Allotment Movement in Flanders. KADOC-KU Leuven; 2007-2009; Province 
of East-Flanders.  
Organisational data and biographical references regarding the structures of this 
movement (volkstuinen). Input of older data series. 

 The Belgische Transportarbeidersbond (Belgian Transport Union). Amsab-ISH 
and partners; Flemish Government. 

 
2.3.4. Repertories and corpora, mainly by cultural heritage partners  
 
 Private archival funds in Flanders.  

Data input by all ODIS partners that hold archival materials on the funds in their 
collection. If these partners care so, these data are shown in Archiefbank 
Vlaanderen. 
http://www.archiefbank.be  
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 'Carried on hands’. An online inventory of processions in Flanders. CRKC, 
KADOC-KU Leuven, LECA and partners; Flemish Government.  
Input of the results of different web surveys and of older data series. 
http://crkc.be/op-handen-gedragen-erfgoedtraject-processies-en-ommegangen-
vlaanderen  

 Biographical data collection on protagonists of the Flemish national civil society / 
New Encyclopaedia of the Flemish Movement (NEFM). ADVN and partners; 
Flemish Government. These data series on political parties and politicians, local 
associations and their directors, … can be seen as a supplement to the NEFM. 
Furthermore, the articles of the NEFM will also be made available via ODIS. 

 Biographical database on managers and entrepreneurs in Belgium. KADOC-
KU Leuven and partners; Flemish Government. 

 Biographical repertory of the Flemish clergy, 1750-. KADOC-KU Leuven, CRKC 
and other partners; 2003-; Flemish Government. 
Extensive biographical data input based on original source materials and on older 
repertories regarding the secular clergy and the members of religious institutes in 
Belgium, 19th-20th centuries. In 2015 a first Dutch partner joined the consortium 
thus enlarging the geographical scope of this repertory.  

 Central contextual register of the cultural heritage of architecture and design. 
CVAa and partners; Flemish Government. 
http://www.cvaa.be/nl/databank 

 Digital Inventory of Church Archives in Flanders (DiBIKAV). CRKC and KADOC-
KU Leuven; 2005-; Flemish Government. Results of an extensive survey of 
archives of these institutions, with in-depth analysis of their history and evolution. 
http://kadoc.kuleuven.be/advies/religieus-erfgoed  

 Flemish Memory of Brussels. AMVB and partners; Flemish Government. 

 Heldenhulde (Hommage to Heroes). ADVN and partners; Flemish Government. 

 Historical organisational chart and biographical register of the KU Leuven. 
University Archives of the KU Leuven and partners; KU Leuven. 
https://bib.kuleuven.be/universiteitsarchief  

 Periodicals and publishing houses in Flanders, 19th and 20th centuries. ODIS vzw. 

 Persistent identification. PACKED; Flemish Government. 
Use of ODIS data to compare the validity of authority data in the main catalogues 
of the Flemish museums. Testing with the Open Refine Reconciliation API. 

 Register of the protestant evangelical organisations, churches and their heritage. 
Evadoc; Flemish Government. 
http://www.evadoc.be  

 Religion and Colonisation: Congo 2010. Oral sources on the reception and 
perception of Western religious ideas and practices in Congo and Rwanda, 1885-
1960. KADOC-KU Leuven; Flemish Government.  
Oral history and heritage register. Authority data on people interviewed during this 
project. References to the archival collections in Congo related to missionary 
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history. 
http://www.kadoc.kuleuven.be/congo2010 

 Repertory of Belgian politicians. ODIS vzw.  
Input of older data series. 

 Repertory of parish churches in Flanders. CRKC and partners; Flemish 
Government: Flanders Heritage Agency.  
Input of data from an extensive inquiry amongst church managers; older data 
series and repertories. 
http://crkc.be/databank-parochiekerken 

 Schools and their archives in the diocese of Antwerp. KADOC-KU Leuven and 
DSKO Antwerp; private funding.  
Results of a survey on the history of secondary schools in the region and of the 
(archival) collections that they hold.  

 Survey map of the migrant civil society and its heritage in Flanders, 1830-1990. 
KADOC-KU Leuven and Amsab-ISH; FWO Vlaanderen (2008-2009) and Flemish 
Government (2010-2012). Data series on intermediary structures for and by 
migrants; references of their archives and main publications. Some biographical 
data input on key figures of these organisations.                     
http://www.migrantenerfgoed.be 

 The 'wounded region'. Register of archival sources concerning the reconstruction 
architecture in the western regions of Flanders. CVAa; Flemish Government.  
http://www.cvaa.be/nl/databank 

 Thematic inventory of 20th-century churches in Flanders/Brussels. KADOC-
KU Leuven and ASRO KU Leuven; 2009-2010; Department Ruimte Vlaanderen.  

 
2.3.5. Prospect partners 
 
With the following institutions / research units ODIS is currently negotiating their 
membership of the ODIS User Group. Trial user ID’s have been distributed. 
 
 Interfaculty Centre for Agricultural History (ICAG-KU Leuven) 

 Resonant, Centre for Flemish Musical Heritage 

 
2.4. Public use of the research infrastructure 
 
Institutions, research units and individual scholars that are member of the ODIS User 
Group can consult the entire database and make use of all its functionalities. But the 
content of the system is also partly (43%) and freely consultable by everyone. The 
resonance of the ODIS OPAC (http://www.odis.be / http://www.odis.eu) has rapidly 
grown over the last years. User surveys have shown that most of these OPAC users 
are students, scholars and amateur researchers. In 2014, the OPAC was consulted 
189,691 times by 145,022 unique visitors, resulting in 632,538 page views. 
  



 
Final Report - ODIS: Database Intermediary Structures Flanders (AKUL043) Page 26 
 

Public use of ODIS, 2010-2014 
Year Visits Page views Pages per visit Unique visitors 
2010 32,832 257,168 7,8 15,930 
2011 48,856 324,331 6,6 29,188 
2012 151,190 619,928 4,1 106,507 
2013 172,450 666,499 3,9 124,411 
2014 189,691 632,538 3,3 145,022 

 
One of the objectives of the ODIS Hercules Project was to improve the 
interconnectivity of the ODIS database with other instruments. ODIS-2 is connected 
to the main library and archival catalogues and to the digital repository of the 
KU Leuven, all of them managed by LIBIS, one of the ODIS user groups. Students and 
scholars consulting the LIBIS catalogues find links to relevant records in ODIS.  
 
In January 2015, the library catalogue of the LIBISnet libraries (Alma) contained 79,194 
links to 60,202 ODIS records. Furthermore, ODIS authority records can be consulted via 
the LIBIS search platform Limo (http://limo.libis.be). The number of links with the archival 
catalogue scopeArchiv (see http://www.lias.be) is also rapidly increasing. Users of 
scopeArchiv can find in ODIS additional information on 1,933 archive creators. This 
same catalogue also refers to ODIS records as 'descriptors' or content keywords. ODIS 
is also connected to the digital repository of the KU Leuven (DigiTool, see 
http//www.lias.be). 
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3. Publications  
 
ODIS is a multifunctional instrument that is used in the framework of very different 
projects and scientific initiatives. Apart from the partner institutions and the academic 
experts and research units involved in the project, many individual scholars, students 
and amateur researchers make use of the data and functionalities provided by the 
OPAC of the instrument.  
 
This bibliography is limited to the publications in 2009-2015 of the promoters and of the 
project team. Publications of the participating institutions can be retrieved on their 
websites (see 2.1.).  
 
If required, the consortium will of course provide further bibliographical references that 
relate to the project and its scientific effects.  
 
3.1. Publications of the promoters  
 
3.1.1. Jan De Maeyer  
see also http://lirias.kuleuven.be/cv?u=U0008265  

 
Deferme, Jo & De Maeyer, Jan. “Entre sciences sociales et politique. La pensée leplaysienne et les 
milieux catholiques belges” in: Le Play et le monde catholique. Les Etudes sociales, 149-150 (2009), 101-
122. IT 

De Maeyer, Jan. "De Katholieke Kerk" in: Jan Art & Jan De Maeyer. Bronnen voor de studie van het 
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4. Other forms of scientific valorisation 

 
The ODIS project has not yet lead to patent applications or the creation of spin-off 
activities.  
 
The service agreements of the consortium with its user groups are described in more 
detail in section 2.2. 
 
Further information regarding the functioning and research support of ODIS can be 
found in the annual reports on http://www.odis.be.  
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5. Surplus value of the Hercules grant 
 
Although it is often stated that existing funding frameworks for research infrastructure 
are all too strongly focused on the infrastructural requirements of the natural sciences, 
engineering or the biomedical sciences, the ODIS consortium has experienced that the 
Hercules Foundation has made genuine and consistent efforts to meet the evident and 
specific needs of the human sciences on this domain.  
 
Thanks to the funding of the Hercules Foundation the consortium was able to genuinely 
renew and develop the research infrastructure that it created in the course of the FWO 
(Max Wildiers Fund) project. ODIS has been thoroughly redesigned and technically 
updated. Its research-supportive functionalities were significantly enlarged in an 
international (multilingual and multicontextual) perspective. 
 
The database was able to strengthen its position as an inter-university research 
infrastructure initiative, building bridges between the academic and cultural heritage 
(archives, libraries, …) communities in Flanders. A growing number of research projects 
and initiatives make use of the database for data input and data analysis. Its resonance 
amongst scholars and students is quickly growing. The multilingual interfaces of ODIS 
offer growing potential for its use in international research networks and projects (see 
2.3.).  
 
Given the growing international interest for this Flemish research infrastructure and the 
evident functionalities of ODIS in the framework of cooperative scientific research 
projects, the promoters intend to develop a new application towards the Foundation in 
the near future. One of their aims is the development of a durable and user-friendly 
environment for the storage and analysis of statistical information related to the history 
of civil society.  


